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Dr Bain was previcusiy a 
senior officer of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economucs (BAE) 
The Government has also 
Jecidea the BAE should ex- 
tend ‘ts economic researc 

and advisory service to cover 
fisheries 

thas reflects Canberras 
awareness of the increasing ¥ 


aatt i f the ncustry 


important 


in the Australan economy 
The preside [the fishing 

Industry incu. Mr Fred 

Connell. Saic Most peopie were 


surprised by the size and in- 
come of the locas industry 

He said “The vaive of fish 
exports from Australia (this 
year wii) be almost Goubie that 
{ the fresh and canned [fruit 


It is well over 
the cotton industry. $50 mul- 


greater ‘han the mutton’ 


exports, and about (nree-anc- 
a-Nall times the vaive of amb 


expor’ 
Fish exports wil] double the 
vaiue t e-sneep exports, 


and erceed the value of butter 





e fact that the in- 
ry has received very little 


Loe Way Of SUDSICICS arc as- 


er primary incusimes 

imaoeec there is ver tlie 
[ubBiic OT medla recog? mn ol 

e Gustrv tatu ind im- 
portance wilh ine eran 


The value of production has 
been growing at 17 per cent 
year tor the past decade with 
exports having © compete in 
strong interfational marke.s 
against heavily-sudsidised for- 
eign fleets and stiff trade pro- 
tection barriers.” he said 

Mr Connell spoke of the re- 
Left within the industry at the 
growing evidence that it is 
about to receive due recogni 
tion [or its contribution to the 
nation 

In the early 1960s, the fishin 
industry was stll a cottage- 
type industry. with small] boats 
fishing within sight of land for 
catches Jestined mainiy for 
sale in hore ports 

As @ major export industry. 
it boasts a growing number of 
large ocean-qoing vessels, 
fishing far out tuto the 200 
nautical miles of the Austral- 
lan fishing zone.” Mr Conneil 
Said 

Indeed. the proclamation of 
the zone in November i978 
forced the Austraiian fishing 
industry offshore and into the 
big ieague,” he said. 
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LONGFORD GAS AND 
CRUDE OIL PLANT 





SAS FROM 
PERTH 








Bass Strait crude oi! provides the 
bulk of Australia’s two-thiras suffi- 
ciency in liquid fuels and the 
Gippsland fields suoply ai) Victor- 
ia S$ matura! gas needs 

Production platforms are Barra- 
couta fol and gas), Tuna ‘oi! and 
gas), “Marlin and Snapper gas) 
and Hairut. Kingfish and Mac- 
kerel ‘oil). 

A string of submarine pipelines 
link the offshore production plat- 
forms with Esso-BHP’s hydrocar- 
don treatment plant at Loneford 

From here, gas is piped to Mel- 
bourne and nearby population cen- 
tres and crinde to refineries on Port 
Phillip Bay 

On an average day. 420.000 bar- 
rels of onl, 19 million cudic metres 
of natural gas and 6.000 tonnes of 
LPG is pumped [trom the Longtord 


plant. 
That. then. 1s why securttv. 1s 
taken $0 seriousis Seriously 


enuugh [to involve every arm of 
Australia s detence forces 
Apart ‘rom the Army's SAS, 
both the Navy and the Air Force 
are involved in round-the-biock 
operations involvinz the olatiorms. 
Navy patrol hoats — al! new 
Fremantle class vessels — operate 
irom their bese in Sydney on con- 
tinuous patrols of Bass Strat 
The Navy's Grumman Tracker 
aircraft make daily sortees from 
Nowra over the Bass Strait area 
RAAF P3C and P?iF Orion 
“sub-killer” surveriiance aircraft 
from ther base at Edinburgh m 
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FROM 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 






NOWRA-BASED 


Kinet CMM (W) Kingfish 1 & 2 


ORION AIRCRAFT | BASS STRAIT 


PRODUCTION under 
PLATFORM = sonstructicn 





South Australia are also involved 


Ail nese Peraiions = are e- 
garued as hichiv secret oy the 
De.ence Departiaent shicn will 


Maae no detailed comment on the 
Operalions of exercises 

Said a spokesman in Canbe-ra 
“The Bass Siran oi mgs represent 
a vital nauonal -ssource and there- 
fore we are ‘aking securiy of the 
rigs very seriwusiy indeed.” 

Esso, which operates the rigs, 
will = say only that it «takes 
the possibility of a terrorist incident 
$0 semousiy if will make no Iurther 
comment on the security question 
and what preparations have been 
made. 

tssos ‘omnt-venture partner in 
Bass Strait. BHP. is a lntle more 
forthcomung, but not bv much 

Said a spokesman for BHP in 
Melbourne: “We take the security 
thing very seriousis, We take tt so 
seriously we are very unwilling in- 
deed to discuss what steps we are 
taking 

“It is not only the question of 
terronsm. There are a whole num- 
ber of tems. The possibility of ac- 
cidents concerns us very deeply 
Very careful preparations have 
been made. - 

He pointed out that “nothing 1s 
a sure thing” if vou are on an 


ocean 
“Murphys Law rules, ang that 
means if something can go wrong 
no will” 
On a number of occasions. 
according ‘to oil mg workers, some- 













GIPPSLAND BASIN 





77] SYDNEY-BASED 
“a4 PATROL BOATS 











has gone tragically 


Australian Workers Unton, 

has about ~00 members on 

rigs. is deeply concerned afrout 
ne securit) 

Mr David Farrar a unIon 
-ificral om Sale. savs that despite 
the involvement f the defence 
forces the possidtlitw of a terrors 
imcident. of an accident, is very 
real 

Only last month there were two 
incidents which might very casily 
have ended in disasicr 

On March 3, the 12,000 tonne 
Panamanian-regstered ship, Vor- 
tex } winer, was sighted on a da- 
rect coilision course with tne Mac- 
kerel platform. which had 35 
people on board ai "he tume 

Frantic -adi~ messages from the 
rg met wits sullen. trom the ves- 
sei and the workboat Lady Diane 
was sent out to intercept the on- 
coming vessel. 

That didn't work and = helicop- 
ter bad to be sent to buzz the Vor- 
tex Mariner before a coilision was 
averted. 

The time was 350 pm and the 
ship came within 98 of a nautical 
mile of smashing into the piatform 
before it was stopped. 

Within 24 hours there was 
another incident, this time in- 
volving a vessel called tne lady 
Norah. At 1.30 am on March 4 in 
rough weather it was siehted run- 


ning down on the Kingfisher plat- 
form 


Flares had to be fired before it 
was diverted from its collision. 
course. 

According to the umon, these 
are only two of numerous incidents 
involving Od rigs in Bass Strait. 

Sources say cargo vessels have 
had near-misses with production 
platforms because ships have had 
out-of-date charts which did not 
show the rigs 

There have been other instances 
of vessels steaming through the 
Sirait euber with no watch on 
duty, or ith a watch who was 
asleep 

Mr Farrar said his union was 
“not very happy” over the whole 
question of ng secunty 

“If someone wanted to blow up 
one of these rigs they could quite 
easly gO Out in a little fisting boat 


from Lakes Entrance and plant a 
mine or something 

“I doubt very much if they 
would be detected on radar ~ 

He claims there is a lack of co 
o~ eration m tre securilt® guecestion 
between the Defence Department 
and those Working on te ries 

‘We have wrtten on numerous 
occasions asking for co-Operauon 
in the security question and we 
have had no answers from the 
Defence people at al! 

“We are continually bringing it 
to the attention of the Federal 
Government.” 

Mr Farrar does not lame Esso. 
the mg operators. He says the 
comoany 's doing evervthing it can 
im the circumstances to mauntain 
security and guard against acci- 
dents 

Typically, savs “Mr Farrar. the 
men “working on the mes are not 
nfermed about exercises involving 
the SAS 

“No one knows thev are there. 
We aren't very happy about the 
SAS doine ther thin> on the ngs. 
Thev do it and peovle dont know 
a thin: about wt. That im itself is 
daneerous.” 

Ahhough a safetv zone has beens 
deciared around the platforms. the 
umon believes ut should be ettend 
ed to eieht nautical miles at least 
and that immmedate prosecutions 
he launched against those who 
‘nore the zone, accidentally or 
otherwise 

Though the rigs are “a very real 
and easy target.” me workers are 
“ven no instructions and are put 
through no courses on how to con- 
duct themselves ‘ a terroriet 
attack should take place 

“There should *e more co-opera- 
tion between those responsible for 
security and those working on the 
mgs.” Mr Farrar says 

There is little doubt that pro- 
tection of the platform. beth 
avainst terrorist attack and acci- 
dent, is the subrect of senous plan- 
rine and ac‘ion bv orth the com- 
nanies nvolved and by the 
Defence Derartment 

At the same time it is also clear 
‘ha’ despite the patrols and the se- 
cret contingency plans. the gaunt 
steel structures on the Bass Strait 
skvline remain peculiarly vulner- 
able to the psoasibility of both ter- 
romsm and acadent 7 
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The consortium is inter 

ted in permit area WS. 
Ho iexnploration rmit 
WA-1% P) in the Carnar- 
von Basin, south-west of 

irk 3 

The Minister for Mines. 
Mr Jones, said yester- 
day that the Bel 
rian « iny had exten 
ive petroleum Interests 
tha } the world. It 
was the first time it had 
shown nterest in pet 
roleum cxporation in 
WA 

Another company in the 
grour i he Hunt Oil Co, 

{f Texas, through Aus- 
tralia Hiunt Ol Co. 

The third company is 
Sedco } nergy orpora- 
tior parent company 
owns of the biggest 
fleets of offshore Grilling 


rigs in the world. 


A fourth company is St 
{ International Ex 
loratvon Lid —~—an affili 


ate of the big American 


Joseph 


Pt LEUM EXPLORATION 

Engiish 8 Apr 82 Dp 44 

ims biggest petroleum exploration 

lead a group of explorers in its 

rmit near Shark Bay 
corporation, Fluor, and 
the remaining consor 
tlum member is Canada 
Northwest Australia Oi! 
NL, of Canada 
Mr Jones also an 
nounced yesterday that 
another group ied by 


Seahawk Oil NL. had ap 
plied for area WS1 60 
exploration permit WA 
197-P) in the Browse [' 
sin, about 3Onm north 
of Derby. 


This was the second of 
a total of 11 areas of 
fered by the WA Govern 
ment last November 


The members of the 
Seahawk.-led consortium 
are Albion International 
Resources Inc, Petro Pa 
cific Petroleum Inc, Sun 
light OU International 
Inc, Ottawa Energy In 

the Pitcairn Co, Teras 
Gas Exploration Corn, 
Gulf esources NI, 
Longreach Oil Lid, Stra 
ta Oil NL and Hopcficids 
Pty Ltd. 
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INES--Jakarta, 16 May (ANTARA)--Indonesia has started 
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using the long range Hercules C-130H-MP Lockheed aircraft to patrol the long 


coast line »f the 13,000 island country. The aircraft using jet propelling 
eng ime is fully operated Indonesians. It is a new type and multipurposs 

levice of plane suitable for patroling duty to cover the Indonesian 200 mili 
economic exclusive zone. The aircraft is suitably equipped for special mari- 
time missions. It is expected to promote efficiency in patrol duty to inter- 
cept and identify trespassers in the Indonesian waters as well as for search 
and rescue missions. [Excerpt ] [Jakarta ANTARA in Englis C754 MT 1/ May 

BK | 


ECONOMIC EXCLUSIVE ZCNF PATROL--Djakarta, 17 May--Indonesia has started using 
the long-range Hercules C-130H plane to patrol its broad coastal area of 13,000 
islands, an Air Force spokesman said here. This multi-purpose aircraft has 
proved suitable for patrols covering the country's 200-mile economic exclusive 
zone, he said Sunday. Indonesia has ordered three Boeing-737s for surveillance 
operations aimed primarily at detecting ship infiltrations and smuggling activ- 
ities, he added. [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 19 May 82 p 7] 
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In the —* ig = 
agreement wi razil, five 
trawlers yesterday set out 
on a 10-day journey to the 
Amazon River 

The boats are the van- 

uard of a National 
Fisheries Co. fieet of 10 
trawlers that will be based 
in the waterfront port of 
Belem, and with the help of 
the Brazilian company 
Santos will aim af grossing 
$1 million a month ina 


voyage 
of a bar 
by South America’s 

largest state five years 
, when Brazil declared a 
mile territorial water 
zone, cutting off access to 
the traditional iucrative 
shrimping grounds of North- 


Eastern South America 

“It took top-level negot- 
ations, on a government-to 
government basis, to reach 
agreement — then there 
was the matter of com- 
pany-to-company arrange- 
ments," — Mr Ali, 
assistant chief executive 
officer of National 
Fisheries, said yesterday 

In the end, he said, 
Trmdad has emerged with 
a very generous agreement. 
It is for one year with 
Trinidad having the option 
of renewal afterwards 

Leal Santos wil) get only a 
token fit from the Na- 
tional Fisheries net cash in 
the joint venture 

Unlike most other fishin 
agreements, Nationa 
Fisheries will be free to sell 


Pp 
Yesterday's 
the end 


aw vz 


the shrimp anywhere the 
company wants. The catch 


will not be confined to 
Brazil 

By comparisen, 27 
Carmcom vessels are based 
at NIF’s Ses Lots headquar 
ters. They have to sell the 


entire catch to the state 


owned company and in re- 
turn are fuelled at sub- 
sidised rates 


Mr. Ali pointed-out that 
the average economic age of 
a deep-sea trawler is five 
years. One shrimper isn't 
working at all 

‘Those boats will have a 
real acid test. F ishing in 
the waters off Brazil, he 
said, ‘‘and near the mouth 
of the Amazon is not like 
thro a net in the Gulf of 
Paria. But I have no real 
reason to doubt that we can 
make it. And this will be 
vital for the company and 
the coun " he sa “as 
National ishe .1es needs 
the money." 

Last year the trawlers, 

mainiy to our own 
territorial waters, brought 
in 1,000,000 of fisb 
and the same amount in 
shrimp. That was way below 
what the fleet needs to pull 
in if it has to be economical- 
ly viable 

With the joint venture on 
stream, the trawlers are 
expected to haul in 12,000 
pounds of shrimp per boat 

r month Since 10 traw- 
ers will be operating from 
Belem the gross value of the 
catch will be just over $1 





million 

National Fisheries is ex- 
pected to use part of this 
money for ermsing its 
fleet. After five years the 
maintenance costs of traw 
lers rise sharply, especially 
if deep-sea work is seriously 


Since the ban of 1977, the 
NIF vessels have been main- 


n4 gethering rust instead of 
shritz e crews, too. 
have largely out of 
practice 


The vessels sailed yester- 
day without the logistics of 
the operation set down to 
the last detail. It was not 
certain how the shrimp will 
be brought back. Most like- 
ly, said Mr. Ali, much larger 
craft than the 7$foot traw. 
lers will be used to ferry the 
catch from Belem to Sea 
Lots, thus freeing the traw. 
lers for maximum us in the 

oldmine shrimping «rounds 
that Trimdad and i >~sgo 
cam use once again 

"We know what we want 
and we will get it,’ he said 

At present, Trinidad im 

rts half its demand for 
ish, mainly salted and 
canned fish. Sale of shrimp 
through the Brazilian con- 
nection is expected to re 
verse this foreign exchange 
trend 

National Fisheries em. 
eve a permanent staff of, 
7$ through its fleet opzra- 
tions, processing and sales 
of seafoods. The company al 
ty a casual labour force 
0 j 
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Africa, fishing 


on scientit ie 
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n tons i y 
overnment White Paper released this week "the 
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